Legal Advice

Parents may wish to get in touch with  Oliver Cyriax about their contact cases.
Oliver is a retired solicitor who acts on behalf of non-resident parents or grandparents. 

Oliver lives and works in Hammersmith, London. His contact details are mail@cyriax.freeserve.co.uk. His phone is 0208 748 1081. 
Oliver provides free verbal advice over the telephone; he charges at a standard hourly rate if parents want him to run their case and act on their behalf. The dividing line is:

     - initial telephone advice is free
     - it costs money to set pen to paper
Cases are conducted by telephone and email - with attachments prepared in Word. A face-to-face meeting may not be necessary; if it is, the typical initial meeting (which is fee-paying) lasts up to two-and-half hours. By its end, a clear strategy will be agreed and the first useful piece of paperwork should be in draft. 
Oliver provides a full legal service: preparing correspondence, applications, statements, responses to CAFCASS reports, Orders Sought, and the whole range of ancillary documentation - up to and including Court of Appeal work. It includes prepping for Court, devising cross-examinations and the opening and closing speechs. Oliver does not appear in Court; his clients appear on their own behalf, making their own case from the best-possible start: well-prepared papers and a well-prepared case.  
Typical clients are litigants-in-person who either cannot afford the usual legal fees - or, more usually, parents who do not believe that their case is progressing in a useful direction. 

Oliver offers a radically different and practical approach. His advice commonly reverses the advice of practicising solicitors.
Background
 1.   Oliver Cyriax BA (Cantab) is a retired solicitor. He has been engaged in the reform of contact issues since 1995; his full-time involvement dates to 18 February 1998.   In 2001 he was instrumental in founding New Approaches to Contact (NATC). 
 2.   Mr Cyriax has acted in hundreds of contact disputes, the majority pro bono. Many of his Court of Appeal cases have met with success. Articles by him have appeared in Family Law, the Solicitors Family Law Association Review and The Times Law. He is a source for much of the informed media comment on contact. His work on contact has been profiled in The Sunday Times, The Daily Telegraph and The Guardian.

 3.  Mr Cyriax has produced numerous influential position papers on family policy 1997-2001. He has engaged with the Lord Chancellor’s Dept since 1997. He has, through intermediaries, elicited written representations on family policy issues from scores of MPs
 4.   Mr Cyriax has written formal family policy for the major political parties; drafted major speeches; and intitiated two Acts of Parliament and a Green Paper.  His work is acknowledged in Hansard.
 5.    Mr Cyriax is a regular speaker to lawyers, including members of the judiciary, on contact. His NATC conferences are chaired by the High Court judiciary and attended by leading professionals. The 2002 NATC conference report was disseminated through the judicial website. The 2003 NATC Seminar was extensively reported in Family Law.
  6.   Mr Cyriax’s involvement on family law stems from his personal case, which started in December ‘93 and was satisfactorily resolved by around 1999. Mr Cyriax co-wrote the first set of guidelines on contact, adopted by the Association of Family Court Welfare Officers, in December 1996. 

 

